







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































satisfactorily. Over the last seven years it had tried persuasion,
including the 'infiltration of first rate staff', but to no avail. The Perth
chairman Alfred Joyner and, to a lesser extent the secretary A F
Stowe, were blamed, being in effect the operative part of the
management committee.

The critics ,

Apart from after-care, such as checks on employment conditions,
the other aspect of anxiety centred on how the children were being
brought up. Miss Missingham, the understanding and encouraging
teacher for whom Flo worked at the Domestic Science School,
went in person to London in 1938 to appeal for a more enlightened
direction of the farm school.

London's hand was forced to some extent by Geoffrey Thomas, an
adult accompanying the July 1939 migrants. He had intended to
buy a farm but, seeing the farm school was short-staffed, stayed to
help. He arrived at London's office in February 1941, paying his
own way back especially to urge root and branch reform of
Pinjarra.

A summary about Thomas and his visit indicates that he delivered
an ultimatum: either you do something or | will. He refused to
believe what he had heard, that London would listen but was
impotent to act. London was left in no doubt: "Our impression of
this single-minded and entirely disinterested man is that if we failed
to make an assault on the position, he would feel himself
compelled to seek redress for the children elsewhere." Even so, it
was getting on for three years later that London went to the
Dominions Office.

Geoffrey Thomas was not against the farm school itself. Quite the
contrary. He ended his report with the call: "With more vision,
courage and vigour, care, sympathy and humanity, the Fairbridge,
Pinjarra, scheme could be converted from what it is into one of the
finest and most Christian, and soul-saving and Empire-building
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movements of this or any time." As a supporter, his criticisms are
all the more powerful.

Although Flo does not remember him, much of his report reflects
what she tells, as does the report of another critic, Tempe Woods.
Also from the UK, she took a party of children to Pinjarra in 1938
and was after-care officer for three years at the start of the '40s.

Highlighting the chasm between image and practice, as Thomas
had also done, Woods was blunt that this was ‘'wrong'. No matter
what the Fairbridge Charter published in England said, and on
which the appeal for funds was based, Pinjarra staff were told that
it was farm school policy to place the children only as agricultural
labourers and domestic servants (as indeed was set out in 1922)
and if training for any other work began the Government grant
would stop. "The wastage of talent . . . is what distresses us most,"
Woods wrote in 1943 to the London secretary.

In a general policy statement London stressed that no bargain had
ever been struck with Australian or Canadian Governments to
supply farm labourers and domestic servants in return for a grant.

London knew, however, that even if talents lay in other directions
there was little chance of an alternative to the stipulated
occupations, at least until the children were 21 when, as Geoffrey
Thomas pointed out, it was often too late to change course. In
comments (above a 1945 letter) about a survey of available
children, London said that Australia was to be partially
industrialised, which should ease 'the hard demand' that child
migrants went only into agriculture.

The farm school

The children knew that their occupational destiny was determined
and, London said in its summary about Geoffrey Thomas's visit,
'‘as soon as they are old enough to think, they feel almost
fatalistically that they have no escape from being a depressed
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class'. After-care visits revealed their sense of hopelessness, of
resignation, of being marooned.

Thomas said that one of the farm school's greatest ideas was to
provide a proper home atmosphere. But the cottage mother was
so busy with domestic chores that she had neither time nor energy
to give children individual attention. New arrivals were split up
indiscriminately, as were siblings. Friends were separated when
they became seniors and moved to a different cottage. No one
asked the children for their views. It was the antithesis of what was
intended.

Geoffrey Thomas questioned disciplinary measures, often for trivial
matters such as insubordination. One was to send children out to
work early, another was to put them into Salvation Army Homes at
Gosnells, WA, or houses of correction. London told the Dominions
Office: "In 1942, one in seven of 'Pinjarra’ children were in these
homes."

The children, who received a standard state elementary education
until they were 14 or so, were held back scholastically, London
said. Those who studied in their own time with the unpaid help of
their headmaster to get the Junior Certificate were refused
permission to enter for the exam when the time came.

Cheap labour

Seniors who were supposed to be having training for a year or two,
as well as trained children working at the farm school, were used
as cheap labour. This is a recurring theme in child migration* and
confronted the Fairbridges when they arrived in Western Australia.

Kingsley Fairbridge was invited to put his case to a Labour
women's organisation which, said his wife, had 'heard that we
were preparing to bring child slave labour into a country which

* Barry M Coldrey, 'A Thriving and Ugly Trade'. The First Phase of Child
Migration, 1617-1757; Victoria, Australia, 1995, p. 1
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prided itself on being the working man's paradise' (Fairbridge
Farm, p. 56). His eloquence failed to reassure them that child
migration did not mean a lowering of wages.

Nearly 30 years later Geoffrey Thomas was driven to describe the
procedure for placing children in work as 'at times reminiscent of a
cheap labour bureau'.

Their training showed how they were regarded. A boy who opted
for engineering was placed with the engineer but after a few weeks
removed for 'important work' such as running messages for the
head matron and office staff, weeding and watering the Fairbridge
House garden, and digging, cleaning and relaying drains.

Girls fared no better, especially at the Rectory, home of the acting
principal Canon Watson, where their working day could last from
6.30 am to 8 pm. "These hours are too long altogether for growing
girls," Thomas said. They were also expected to know what they
were doing, quite at variance with the fact that they were there to
be trained.

Would-be employers were rarely if ever vetted, despite the general
policy statement pledge that the Society stood in loco parentis to
the children and this, in general, meant that they should be under
its watchful eye until they were 21. Usually the first the children got
to know where they were going, said Geoffrey Thomas, was when
they were leaving for the station and were handed an envelope
with their ticket and their employer's name and address.

Little seemed changed since 1935. Inadequately supervised girls
became pregnant, possibly ruining their lives. Children were sent
to unsuitable districts: a boy with asthma should have gone to a
comparatively dry area but was in a wet rainfall one. They had no
guidance: an Old Fairbridgian sent for his trust account savings so
that his employer could help him develop some land. What the
debt-ridden employer wanted was the cash, which she took.
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As for wages, London told the Dominions Office that trained
children kept on at the farm school were unpaid. Those out at work
received low pay.In 1939 a girl of 16 was looking after five small
children in a family and doing the general work of the house for
12s 6d (521/2p) a week. One boy worked for three years without
any holiday or increase in his pay of 15 shillings a week.”

Regarding Kingsley Fairbridge's dream to people empty Empire
lands with farmers, in 1935 a London subscriber gave £5,000 to
help Old Fairbridgians acquire smallholdings.® The money was
also to help gifted and ambitious Fairbridgians qualify for work
other than farm labouring or domestic service, London said in its
summary about Geoffrey Thomas's visit. Eight years after being
sent to Perth, it was for the most part unused.®

Eventually London was required to effect an overhaul® by the 1948
Children Act 'covering the care of children without family
protection.* This meant that London could no longer act as agent
for sending cash and children but would have to retain sufficient
powers over their care, training, placing and after-care 'to satisfy
justice as well as the regulations'. It also meant that the Society
was compelled to revise its relations with autonomous Fairbridge
societies overseas.

London's relief at believing that it was finally bringing Pinjarra into
line, with regard to post-war migrant policy, is palpable. That it did
so is uncertain, Margaret Humphreys*® noting the warning in 1948
by former Pinjarra principal Mr A D Paterson (1936-c. '37) that
people associated with past practices were on new committees
running the farm school.

— Anne Bott, Editor

* Report headed The Farm School

% History of the debate between London and Perth

*® Report to the Dominions Office, 1943

“ Fairbridge Farm Schools (Incorporated). Reorganisation plan
“ Typed comments starting 'The Society will be required’

“ Empty Cradles; London, 1995, p. 353
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FAIRBRIDGE DOCUMENTS

The following documents in the Fairbridge Archive were used. If no
date is given, the document was undated:

D296/H Emigration policy: Geoffrey Thomas report headed
Confidential, Kingsley Fairbridge Farm School, Pinjarra; summary
headed Mr Geoffrey Thomas; report June 1st 1943 headed Private
and Confidential to the Secretary, London, from Tempe Woods;
report noting As taken by Sir Charles Hambro and Sir Wm
Campion to Lord Cranborne, Dominions Office, 26/11/1943;
attached to the above a report headed The Farm School; report
headed History of the debate between London and Perth; Kingsley
Fairbridge Farm School, WA. Constitution of the Governing Body;
letter April 2nd 1937 to Perth Chairman Mr Joyner from London
Chairman L R Lumley; summary headed Survey of children likely
to be available, above a 7th September 1945 note from Charles
Hambro to Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

D296/C Policy, planning and finance including D296/C2 Policy
documents such as the charter: typescript note, unsigned, starting
'Mr Buckley has sent the draft declaration'; letter 17th December
1945 to Gordon Green from Charles Hambro; summary headed
Fairbridge Ideal; prospectus headed Fairbridge Farm Schools Inc.,
starting Object: The Object of the Society; document headed
General Policy; Fairbridge Farm Schools (Incorporated).
Reorganisation Plan; typed comments starting "The Society will be
required to subscribe to the new regulations'.

D296/C3 Minutes, Annual General Meetings 1925-29, 1933-38.
D296/D1 Annual reports 1923-1938.

D296/J2 Pinjarra: code of the school, maintenance agreement;
general correspondence, letter from A F Stowe to Gordon Green
23 January 1940; church: plans, correspondence; cottages: plans,
correspondence; register, Pinjarra.
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BILL OF BULWELL by Bill Cross is available through bookstores or
Libraries. Or it can be ordered direct from Plowright Press, P O Box
66, Warwick CV34 4XE £6.95 (post free UK). ISBN 0 9516960 5 X



ALICE FROM TOOTING by Alice Mullen (1879-1977), including
recollections of her daughter Bertha Mullen (1910- ). Available
through bookstores or Libraries. Or it can be ordered direct from

Plowright Press, P O Box 66, Warwick CV34 4XE £8.95 (post free
UK). ISBN 0 9516960 4 1



YOU DESERVE TQO BE REMEMBERED

Write your own life story — send for your copy of RUTH'S
ARCHIVE special fill-in book* on archive quality paper.

The fill-in book helps you to write about the many
happenings which ‘ordinary’ people experience and/or
undertake and which too often get totally taken for
granted. We call these things community activity because
they are the building blocks of everyday life in local
communities (even though people often do not think of
them as ‘activities’).

The fill-in book provides an explanatory structure but
allows you to write in any way you like. There is no
‘correct’ way. Many older people have found writing
‘their’ book to be a real pleasure and life affirming.

RUTH’S ARCHIVE fill-in books, when completed, are
returned to become part of a permanent ARCHIVE which
will help future generations understand our times. You
can add your life story to RUTH’S ARCHIVE if you live in
the UK or if you have lived in the UK at any time in your
life.

* UK £6.00 (post free)
Australia $15.00 (post free)

RUTH’S ARCHIVE P O BOX 66 WARWICK CV34 4XE
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ther was pregnant and there were terrible arguments all the
She used to roam the streets at night to get away from him...

as we boarded the ship that someone took my doll away. It
ade of celluloid and I was told I could not take it to Australia
ould burst into flames and start a bushfire. I cried, I had

ad she [Cottage Mother] suddenly decided to find fault with
ork (she used to do this to me and the other girls) and she

look until she could find something to be really cruel about.
~was shaken awake and told I was a slovenly girl while being boxed
around the ears and pushed roughly.

e She [Head Matron| sat herself on a chair at the end of the bath,
while we stood there naked and, one by one, lined up and standing
beside the bath, we would wet the soap and, shiveringly, soap our-
selves all over.

e | told Cathy the real truth for leaving and she told me the real truth
of the small rabbit fur cape she had around her shoulders. She too
was being used by the man of the house...

e | did not return to Fairbridge until June 1987, to what I thought
was going Lo be a joyful reunion... Instead, as [ walked into the
Church of the Holy Innocents, the wall that was around my heart
broke as the horror of so many children being deprived of home and
family was brought home to me.
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